Investigating children's knowledge and understanding of AIDS.
Though AIDS education in schools reaches many adolescents, the incidence of adolescent HIV infection has risen dramatically. Reasons for failure to properly educate adolescents include not educating children prior to adolescence and neglecting to assess and address children's varying levels of cognitive development when designing AIDS education programs. Citing examples from a study of more than 600 elementary-age schoolchildren, this paper focuses on the importance of assessing children's understanding of disease processes rather than accepting their use of key phrases in appropriate contexts as reflecting knowledge, and using the level at which they understand disease processes rather than age as the primary determinant of students' readiness for comprehending AIDS-related concepts. Guidelines for assessing how well children understand disease processes, including use of nonleading probes, are presented.